A thorough knowledge of the fluids of the mouth is indispensable to the dentist if his aspirations look higher than the mere insertion of artificial dentures, or the filling of teeth, as they of necessity mingle with and lubricate our
to care for itself, permits tartar to be deposited, even on the apex of the root of the tooth, causing neuralgia, but before the latter complication the whole secretion is changed by becoming profuse in quantity and excessively alkaline in its reaction, denoting disturbance of the nervous equilibrium. Saliva presents the same reaction during putrid fever and purpura hemorrhagica. Pending the formation of an alveolar abscess up to the climax of pain, the saliva is abundant and the reaction alkaline or neutral, but afterward it becomes acid until the subsidence of the swelling, when it once more becomes normal in quantity and quality. In diabetes there is atrophy of the glandular organs of the mouth, throat and gums ; saliva strongly acid, and the mucous membrane most likely to be the seat of scorbutus. Ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen are nearly always present in the saliva of unclean mouths.
It is not to be wondered at that caries of the teeth should be so prevalent when it is remembered that no disturbance of the human system prevails, for even a short period, without changing the character of the oral secretions. The various acids, organic and inorganic, coming in contact with the teeth as ailments or remedial agents, or as the result of fermentation, which latter is favored in proportion as the saliva is scanty and the mucus abundant, renders it necessary for the dentist of to-day and his future successor to be a student of chemistry and hygiene?a preserver and master of the laws of health.?Dental
Register.
